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The Global Resonance of Sacred Names 
Names are more than mere identifiers; they are vessels of history, faith, and 
cultural identity. For millennia, the Bible has served as a primary source for this 
nomenclature, providing a linguistic bridge that spans continents and transcends 
linguistic barriers. From the ancient hills of Judea to the modern skyscrapers of 
Shanghai and the sun-drenched coasts of Sydney, biblical names have traveled 
along trade routes and through colonial histories, evolving as they take root in 
new soil. This book explores that remarkable journey, examining how a shared 
scriptural heritage manifests in two distinct corners of the globe: Australia and 
China. 

A Comparative Study of East and West 
The decision to compare Australia and China offers a unique vantage point on 
the globalization of faith and language. Australia, with its deep roots in Western 
European traditions, represents a direct lineage of English naming conventions 
where names like Noah, James, and Mary have long been staples of the national 
identity. In contrast, China presents a fascinating study in adaptation and 
transliteration. Here, biblical names are often carefully reconstructed into Chinese 
characters—such as Yuehan for John or Yage for Jacob—balancing phonetic 
accuracy with the profound tonal and symbolic requirements of the Chinese 
language. 

By placing these two nations side-by-side, we uncover the subtle ways in which 
culture reshapes the sacred. We see how the Australian preference for tradition 
or modern brevity contrasts with the Chinese emphasis on character meaning and 
poetic resonance. This comparison reveals not just how we name our children, 
but how we perceive our place within a global narrative. 

What This Volume Contains 
Across the following pages, readers will find a comprehensive analysis of a couple 
thousand biblical names, documented in both English and Chinese. This 
collection serves as both an etymological reference and a sociological mirror. We 
delve into the top-ranking names in Australia, tracing their biblical origins and 
their enduring popularity in the Southern Hemisphere. Simultaneously, we 



explore the most significant biblical names in China, highlighting how they are 
perceived within both Christian communities and the broader secular society. 

Whether you are a linguist, a historian, or a parent searching for a name with 
cross-cultural depth, this book provides a scholarly yet accessible guide to the 
names that define us. By bridging the linguistic gap between English and Chinese, 
we invite you to discover how these ancient titles continue to shape identity in an 
increasingly interconnected world.
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A (Aaron – Azzur)

Aaron / 亞倫 
/ɛɹən/ — /亞倫/ 

 
Aaron (stained glass window, between 1856 and 1868 by 
Joseph Villiet, St. Nicholas' church, Nérac) 

Aaron is a name of significant antiquity 
and religious weight, traditionally 
interpreted as meaning "enlightened" or 
"bright." While its roots are most 
famously found in the Hebrew ַןרֹהֲא  
(Aharon) and the Ancient Greek Ἀαρών 
(Aarōn), modern philological research 
suggests the name may possess an 
Egyptian origin, mirroring the 
etymological background of his brother, 
Moses. In a global context, the name is 
transcribed into various languages, 
including the Chinese form 亞倫, 
reflecting its wide-reaching influence. 
Despite its prominence, the precise 
etymological derivation remains a subject 
of scholarly debate, with some associating 
it with Hebrew terms for "exalted" or 
"mountain of strength." 
Within the biblical narrative, Aaron is a 
central figure appearing three hundred and 
twenty-seven times. As the elder brother 
of Moses and a member of the tribe of 

Levi, he first appears in the book of 
Exodus as a divinely appointed 
spokesman. His role was pivotal during 
the liberation of the Israelites from 
Egyptian bondage, where he performed 
miraculous signs before Pharaoh. 
Following the Exodus, he was consecrated 
as the first High Priest of the Israelites, 
establishing the hereditary line of the 
Kohanim. This sacred office is highlighted 
in Leviticus nine, twenty-two, which 
describes Aaron lifting his hands toward 
the people to offer a blessing after 
completing the inaugural sacrificial rites. 
Despite his high standing, the biblical 
record provides a nuanced portrait of 
Aaron, documenting both his leadership 
and his lapses. He is frequently seen 
alongside Moses, such as in Numbers 
thirteen, twenty-six, receiving the reports 
of the spies who explored the land of 
Canaan and presented the fruit of the land 
to the congregation. However, he is also 
associated with the "Golden Calf" 
incident at Mount Sinai. Exodus thirty-
two, thirty-five records the divine plague 
that struck the people because of the calf 
which Aaron made, an event that serves 
as a sobering counterpoint to his later 
successes, such as the miraculous budding 
of his rod. His legacy was secured through 
his descendants; Numbers eight, twenty 
and twenty-five, seven emphasize the 
continuity of the priesthood through his 
lineage, specifically mentioning his 
grandson Phinehas, the son of Eleazar. 
The religious heritage of Aaron extends 
across the Abrahamic faiths. In Judaism, 
he is revered not only as the ancestor of all 
priests but also as a symbol of peace and a 
"pursuer of peace." In Christian theology, 
the Aaronic priesthood is often 
interpreted as a prefiguration of the 
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eternal priesthood of Jesus Christ. In 
Islam, he is acknowledged as the prophet 
Harun, a companion and helper to Musa 
(Moses). This varied legacy has ensured 
that the name remains a symbol of 
religious authority and mediation between 
the divine and the human throughout 
history. 
In contemporary society, the name Aaron 
maintains a robust presence, particularly in 
Australia. Demographic data indicates that 
there are approximately thirty-one 
thousand nine hundred individuals 
bearing the name in the country, placing it 
comfortably within the top two hundred 
and fifty most popular male names. Its 
usage in Australia reflects a Western 
naming tradition that values biblical 
names for their historical depth and 
phonetic simplicity. The name’s 
consistency in Australian registries 
underscores its lasting charm across 
multiple generations of English speakers. 
Conversely, the name's presence in China 
offers an interesting cross-cultural 
comparison. While the name is less 
common there, it is recognized through 
the transliterated form 亞倫. In China, 
there are approximately ten thousand 
individuals with this name, and it holds a 
numerical rank of fifteen thousand and 
first. The disparity in popularity between 
Australia and China highlights the name's 
primary association with Western and 
Middle Eastern religious traditions, 
though its existence in the Chinese lexicon 
demonstrates the global reach of biblical 
nomenclature in an increasingly 
interconnected world. 
In conclusion, the name Aaron serves as a 
bridge between ancient history and the 
modern era. From its uncertain linguistic 
origins in the Near East to its established 
status in the Australian top name lists and 
its recognized presence in China as 亞倫, 
the name carries a legacy of leadership, 
priesthood, and reconciliation. Whether 

viewed through the lens of the biblical 
High Priest or as a popular choice for 
parents today, Aaron remains a name 
defined by its "bright" and "enlightened" 
character, maintaining a significant and 
respected place in the global cultural 
consciousness. 

Abaddon / 亞巴頓 
/əbəddən/ — /亞pa頓/ 
Abaddon is a Hebrew name meaning 
destruction, identifying the angel of the abyss 
and king of demonic locusts in the Book of 
Revelation. This name currently sees virtually 
no usage in either Australia or China. 

Abagtha / 亞拔他 
/əbəɡθə/ — /亞patʰa/ 
Abagtha is a biblical name meaning father of 
the wine-press, originating from the Book of 
Esther. Its popularity is virtually none in both 
Australia and China. 

Abda / Ą布大 
/æbdə/ — /japutai/ 
Abda is a biblical name meaning the father of 
Adoniram, King Solomon's overseer of forced 
labor. The name is rare in both Australia and 
China, with fewer than a hundred people in 
each country. 

Abdeel / Ą伯叠 
/æbdil/ — /japuotie/ 
Abdeel is the biblical name of Shelemiah's 
father, one of the officials King Jehoiakim sent 
to arrest the prophet Jeremiah. While used by 
about 200 people in Australia, the name is even 
more popular in China. 

Abdi / Ą伯底 
/æbdi/ — /japuoti/ 
Abdi is a biblical name identifying three men, 
including two Merarite Levites and a 
descendant of Elam. The name is more 
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frequent in Australia than in China, with over 
300 and 200 users respectively. 

Abdiel / 押比叠 
/æbdiəl/ — /japitie/ 
Abdiel is a biblical name identifying a Gadite 
leader and son of Guni mentioned in the 
genealogies of 1 Chronicles. The name is used 
by several dozen people in Australia but is 
virtually nonexistent in China. 

Abdon / 押頓 
/æbdən/ — /ja頓/ 
Abdon is a biblical name belonging to a minor 
judge from the tribe of Ephraim who led Israel 
for eight years. The name is used by a handful 
of people in Australia but remains virtually 
unknown in China. 

Abed-Nego / 亞 伯 尼 歌 
/əbɛd-nɛɡow/ — /亞 puo ni ke/ 
Abed-Nego is a name of Hebrew origin that 
refers to one of Daniel's three companions in 
the Bible. While several dozen people in 
Australia bear this name, it is virtually non-
existent in China. 

Abednego / 亞伯尼歌 
/əbɪdnejɡow/ — /亞puonike/ 
Meaning servant of the Babylonian god Nebo, 
Abednego was the name given to Daniel’s 
companion Azariah. While used by several 
dozen people in Australia, the name is virtually 
non-existent in China. 

Abel / Ą伯 
/ejbəl/ — /japuo/ 

 
Cain Killing Abel;Cornelis Cornelisz van Haarlem|Jan 
Muller|Harmen Jansz. Muller, 1562–1638 

The name Abel stands as one of the most 
profound and ancient identifiers in the 
Judeo-Christian tradition, carrying a 
weight of meaning that has resonated 
through millennia. Derived from the 
Hebrew Hevel, the name translates most 
commonly as "breath," "vapor," or 
"vanity." This etymology is frequently 
interpreted by scholars as a symbolic 
foreshadowing of the transience and 
brevity of the life of its primary biblical 
bearer. In the transition to Ancient Greek, 
the name was rendered as Habel, and it has 
since been adapted into numerous 
languages globally. For instance, in 
Chinese contexts, the name is 
transliterated as Ą伯, pronounced yapuo. 
While the Hebrew root emphasizes the 
ephemeral nature of life, some linguistic 
theories suggest a secondary connection 
to the Akkadian word ablu, meaning 
"son," which grounds the name in a 
fundamental familial role. 
In the biblical narrative, Abel is 
introduced in the fourth chapter of the 
Book of Genesis as the second son of 
Adam and Eve. His life is defined by his 
vocation as a shepherd and his devotion 
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to God. Genesis 4:2 records his birth and 
his role as a keeper of sheep, contrasting 
him with his older brother, Cain, who was 
a tiller of the ground. The pivotal moment 
of his story occurs when both brothers 
bring offerings to the Lord; Abel offered 
the firstborn of his flock and their fat, a 
sacrifice that was accepted with divine 
favor. This preference sparked a lethal 
jealousy in Cain, leading to the tragedy 
recorded in Genesis 4:8, where Cain rose 
up against Abel in a field and slew him. 
This act is documented as the first 
instance of human death and the first 
murder in biblical history, marking Abel as 
the inaugural victim of fratricide. 
The legacy of Abel’s death is a recurring 
theme throughout the scriptures, 
establishing him as a figure of enduring 
moral significance. Following the murder, 
the Lord questioned Cain regarding his 
brother’s whereabouts, leading to the 
famous, dismissive response in Genesis 
4:9: "I know not: Am I my brother's 
keeper?" The void left by Abel's death was 
eventually filled by the birth of Seth, 
whom Eve described in Genesis 4:25 as 
"another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain 
slew." Across the nine total mentions of 
his name in the Bible, Abel is consistently 
portrayed as a man of faith whose blood 
possessed a voice of its own. In the New 
Testament, Jesus references him in Luke 
11:51, citing the "blood of Abel" as the 
starting point for a lineage of righteous 
blood spilt by previous generations. 
From a religious and cultural perspective, 
Abel serves as the primary archetype of 
the innocent victim and the righteous 
martyr. In Christian theology, the sacrifice 
he offered and his subsequent death are 
often viewed as a precursor to the sacrifice 
of Jesus. However, the two are distinct in 
their theological implications; the Book of 
Hebrews 12:24 notes that the "blood of 
sprinkling" associated with the new 
covenant speaks "better things than that 
of Abel." While the blood of Abel cried 

out from the ground for justice and 
retribution, the blood of Jesus is 
characterized by its message of grace and 
reconciliation. This distinction has 
ensured that Abel remains a central figure 
in theological discourse regarding the 
nature of sacrifice and the cry for justice. 
In contemporary society, the name Abel 
maintains a presence across diverse 
cultures, including Australia and China, 
though its popularity varies significantly. 
In Australia, the name is held by just over 
six hundred people and is ranked 
approximately two thousand six hundred 
and thirty-fifth in frequency. It is used 
exclusively as a male name in the 
Australian demographic and is 
consistently spelled in its traditional four-
letter English form. While it is not a 
common name in the highest echelons of 
modern naming charts, its deep historical 
roots and simple phonetic structure 
contribute to a steady, enduring usage 
among those who value its classical 
biblical heritage. 
A comparison with Chinese demographics 
reveals a different pattern of usage. In 
China, the name, rendered as Ą伯, is borne 
by approximately one thousand eight 
hundred individuals. Although this total 
count is higher than that found in 
Australia, the vast population of China 
means the name carries a much lower 
rank, sitting at approximately seventy-
eight thousand five hundred and fifteenth. 
Interestingly, while the name is strictly 
masculine in Australia, in China it is 
utilized as a unisex name. However, it still 
retains a strong masculine lean in the 
Chinese context, with a ratio of nine male 
bearers for every one female. This cross-
cultural data highlights how an ancient 
Semitic name can cross linguistic 
boundaries and adapt to different social 
structures. 
In summary, the name Abel is far more 
than a simple label; it is a vessel for themes 
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of innocence, faith, and the fragility of 
human existence. From its linguistic 
origins as a "vapor" to its status as a 
symbol of the first martyr, the name has 
left an indelible mark on the human 
conscience. Whether it is identified as 
Hevel, Habel, or Ą伯, the name continues to 
evoke the story of the shepherd whose life 
was brief but whose legacy remains a 
foundational element of global religious 
and cultural history. Its presence in 
modern statistics from Australia to China 
serves as evidence of its timeless appeal 
and the universal resonance of its story. 

Abi / 亞比 
/ɑbi/ — /亞pi/ 
Abi is a biblical name referring to the wife of 
King Ahaz and mother of King Hezekiah. The 
name is more common in Australia with over 
one thousand people compared to 
approximately 300 in China. 

Abi-Albon / Ą比Ą本 
/ɑbi-ælbən/ — /japijapen/ 
Abi-Albon is a biblical name identifying an 
Arbathite who served as one of King David's 
elite thirty mighty warriors. The name currently 
maintains virtually no popularity in either 
Australia or China. 

Abia / 亞比他 
/ejbiə/ — /亞pitʰa/ 
Abia is a biblical name meaning the second son 
of the prophet Samuel who served as a corrupt 
judge in Beersheba. While only a handful of 
Australians have this name, it is used by several 
dozen people in China. 

Abiah / Ą比Ą 
/ejbajə/ — /japija/ 
Abiah is the biblical name of the prophet 
Samuel's second son, a corrupt judge in 
Beersheba. The name is rare in both Australia 

and China, with only a handful and fewer than 
a hundred users respectively. 

Abiasaph / Ą比Ą撒 
/ejbiəsəf/ — /japijasa/ 
Abiasaph is a biblical name for a Kohathite 
Levite and son of Korah who was an ancestor 
to Samuel and temple gatekeepers. The name 
currently maintains virtually no popularity in 
both Australia and China. 

Abiathar / 亞比亞他 
/ejbiæθɑɹ/ — /亞pi亞tʰa/ 
Abiathar is a biblical name for the High Priest 
who escaped Saul's massacre to serve King 
David. The name currently maintains virtually 
no popularity in either Australia or China. 

Abida / 亞比大 
/əbidə/ — /亞pitai/ 
Abida is a biblical name representing the fourth 
son of Midian and a grandson of the patriarch 
Abraham. Fewer than a hundred people use 
the name in Australia, whereas it is virtually 
unknown in China. 

Abidah / 亞 比 大 
/亞 pi tai/ 
Abidah is a biblical name of Hebrew origin. 
The name is used by fewer than a hundred 
people in Australia and has virtually no 
popularity in China. 

Abidan / 亞比但 
/əbɪdən/ — /亞pitan/ 
Abidan is a biblical name for the son of 
Gideoni, who led the tribe of Benjamin during 
the Exodus and wilderness wanderings. The 
name is used by several dozen people in China, 
compared to only a handful in Australia. 

Abiel / Ą别 
/æbiəl/ — /japie/ 
Abiel is a biblical name referring to the 
Benjaminite father of Kish and grandfather of 
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King Saul. The name is held by several dozen 
people in Australia and fewer than a hundred 
in China. 

Abiezer / 亞比以謝 
/æbizɹ̩/ — /亞pii謝/ 
Abiezer is a biblical name identifying a 
chieftain of Manasseh, son of Gilead, and 
ancestor of the judge Gideon. The name 
currently maintains virtually no popularity in 
either Australia or China. 

Abigail / 亞比該 
/æbəɡejl/ — /亞pi該/ 

 
Prudent Abigail by Juan Antonio Escalante 

The name Abigail is a feminine 
appellation of Hebrew origin, deeply 
rooted in the biblical tradition and widely 
disseminated across various cultures and 
languages. Derived from the Hebrew 
Avigayil ( לִיַגיבִאֲ ) or the variant Avigal 
( לַגיבִאֲ ), the name is etymologically 
composed of the elements ab, meaning 
"father," and gil, meaning "to rejoice" or 
"joy." Consequently, the name is most 
commonly translated as "my father is joy" 
or "father of joy." In the transition from 
the Hebrew Masoretic Text to the Greek 
Septuagint, the name was rendered as 
Abigaia (Ἀβιγαία). In modern global 
contexts, such as in Chinese-speaking 
regions, the name is transliterated as 亞

比該, a form that carries the phonetic 
weight of the original while adhering to 
the linguistic constraints of the Chinese 
script. Within the biblical corpus, the 
name is mentioned a total of seventeen 
times, associated with two distinct women 
who played significant roles in the 
narrative of the United Monarchy of 
Israel. 
The most prominent bearer of the name 
in the Hebrew Bible is the wife of Nabal 
the Calebite, described in the First Book 
of Samuel as a woman of "good 
understanding and of a beautiful face." 
Living in Carmel, she was married to a 
man who was "churlish and evil in his 
doings." The narrative highlights her 
diplomatic acumen when her husband 
foolishly insulted David—then a fugitive 
from King Saul—by refusing to provide 
hospitality to David’s men. Recognizing 
the imminent threat of a massacre, Abigail 
took it upon herself to intercept David 
with a generous offering of provisions. 
Her eloquent plea for mercy and her 
reminder to David of his divine destiny 
successfully averted bloodshed. Following 
the sudden death of Nabal, which 
occurred shortly after her intervention, 
she became the wife of David. She 
accompanied him during his period of 
exile and eventually bore him a second 
son, named Chileab in the Second Book 
of Samuel and Daniel in the First Book of 
Chronicles. 
A second, though less extensively 
documented, Abigail appears in the 
biblical genealogies as a member of the 
house of Jesse. According to the First 
Book of Chronicles, she was a sister to 
King David and Zeruiah. She is primarily 
identified as the mother of Amasa, the 
man who would later command the rebel 
army of Absalom. The biblical text 
presents a genealogical complexity 
regarding her parentage; while Chronicles 
lists her as a daughter of Jesse, the Second 
Book of Samuel describes her as the 
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"daughter of Nahash." Scholars often 
debate whether this indicates a different 
father for the sisters or if Nahash was an 
alternative name for Jesse. Regardless of 
the genealogical specifics, this Abigail 
represents the high-status familial 
connections inherent in the Davidic line, 
as her son Amasa was eventually 
appointed commander by David before 
his untimely death at the hands of Joab. 
The cultural and religious heritage of the 
name Abigail is profound, particularly 
within the Judeo-Christian tradition. In 
Jewish rabbinical literature, she is 
celebrated as one of the seven female 
prophets of Israel, noted for her wisdom 
and her ability to foresee David’s future 
kingship. Her character is often cited as a 
paragon of the "virtuous woman," 
blending physical beauty with intellectual 
and spiritual depth. Within Christian 
tradition, she is frequently interpreted as a 
"type" of the Church or a figure of 
prudent intercession, representing the 
soul that seeks peace and reconciliation. 
Her story is a staple of homiletics, 
emphasizing that wisdom can often 
override the folly of those in power. 
In the contemporary Australian context, 
Abigail remains a steadfast and popular 
choice for parents. Statistical data 
indicates that there are approximately two 
thousand nine hundred individuals 
bearing the name in Australia, placing it 
comfortably within the top one thousand 
names nationwide. It is used almost 
exclusively as a female name in this region, 
maintaining a classic yet fashionable 
status. The name’s popularity in Australia 
reflects a broader trend in English-
speaking nations where biblical names 
with clear, positive meanings and 
historical weight continue to be favored 
for their phonetic elegance and traditional 
roots. 
Comparatively, the name occupies a very 
different demographic space in China. 
While Australia sees several thousand 

bearers, the name is much rarer in China, 
with just over six hundred people 
identified by the transliterated form 亞比

該. In the Chinese census data, the name 
is ranked approximately one hundred and 
twenty-seven thousandth Regarding 
popularity. Interestingly, while the name is 
overwhelmingly feminine in Australia, the 
Chinese data suggests a more unisex 
application, though it still leans heavily 
toward females with a ratio of nine women 
to every one man. This disparity highlights 
how a name rooted in ancient Middle 
Eastern history can travel across the globe, 
finding a significant foothold in Western 
societies like Australia while remaining a 
niche, culturally specific choice in East 
Asia. 
In conclusion, the name Abigail serves as 
a bridge between ancient scriptural history 
and modern nomenclature. From its 
etymological roots as "father of joy" to its 
portrayal in the biblical text as a name 
belonging to both a wise peacemaker and 
a royal sister, it carries a legacy of 
intelligence, diplomacy, and familial 
importance. Whether rendered as the 
Hebrew Avigayil or the Chinese 亞比該, 
the name continues to be recognized 
globally as a symbol of "good 
understanding." Its enduring presence in 
Australia and its emerging cross-cultural 
use elsewhere ensure that Abigail remains 
a significant entry in the lexicon of human 
naming traditions. 

Abihail / Ą比哈 
/əbɪhejl/ — /japixa/ 
Abihail is a biblical name referring to a Levite 
of the Merari clan and the father of the 
Levitical leader Zuriel. The name is equally rare 
in both Australia and China, where it currently 
sees virtually no popularity. 
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Abihu / Ą比ƞ 
/əbɪhu/ — /japixu/ 
Abihu refers to the second son of Aaron, who 
was consumed by divine fire for offering 
unauthorized incense. The name is virtually 
nonexistent in Australia but is used by several 
dozen people in China. 

Abihud / Ą比忽 
/əbɪhəd/ — /japixu/ 
Abihud is a biblical name meaning son of Bela 
and descendant of Benjamin within the tribe's 
genealogy. The name currently maintains 
virtually no popularity in either Australia or 
China. 

Abijah / 亞比雅 
/əbɪd͡ʒə/ — /亞pija/ 
Abijah is a biblical name meaning the second 
son of the prophet Samuel who served as a 
corrupt judge in Beersheba. The name is more 
popular in Australia with just over just over a 
thousand people compared to approximately 
300 in China. 

Abijam / Ą比央 
/əbɪd͡ʒəm/ — /japijaŋ/ 
Abijam was the second king of Judah and son 
of Rehoboam who defeated King Jeroboam at 
Mount Zemaraim. The name currently has 
virtually no popularity in either Australia or 
China. 

Abimael / Ą比ⱦ珥 
/æbɪml/ — /japimaɻ̩/ 
Abimael is a biblical name identifying a son of 
Joktan and descendant of Shem within the 
Table of Nations. The name currently 
maintains virtually no popularity in either 
Australia or China. 

Abimelech / Ą比米勒 
/æbɪmɪlɪk/ — /japimilei/ 
Abimelech is a biblical name meaning a 
Philistine king of Gerar who interacted with 
the patriarchs Abraham and Isaac. The name 
currently sees virtually no popularity in either 
Australia or China. 

Abinadab / 亞比拿達 
/ɑbɪnejdæb/ — /亞pina達/ 
Abinadab is a biblical name meaning father of 
generosity that originates from the Old 
Testament. The name currently sees virtually 
no popularity in either Australia or China. 

Abinoam / 亞比挪菴 
/ɑbɪnowəm/ — /亞pinuo菴/ 
Abinoam is the biblical name of Barak's father, 
the Israelite commander who defeated Jabin's 
army under Sisera. The name currently 
maintains virtually no popularity in both 
Australia and China. 

Abiram / 亞比蘭 
/əbɪɹæm/ — /亞pi蘭/ 
Abiram is a biblical name for a Reubenite 
leader who rebelled against Moses and Aaron 
alongside Dathan and Korah. The name is 
equally uncommon in Australia and China, 
with several dozen people in each country. 

Abishag / Ą比莎 
/æbɪʃæɡ/ — /japisuo/ 
Abishag is a biblical name referring to the 
beautiful Shunammite woman chosen to care 
for King David in his old age. The name 
currently sees virtually no popularity in either 
Australia or China. 

Abishai / 亞比篩 
/æbɪʃaj/ — /亞pi篩/ 
Abishai is a biblical name belonging to King 
David's nephew, a fierce military commander 
and one of his Mighty Men. It remains an 
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extremely rare choice in both Australia and 
China today. 

Abishalom / 押沙ṗ 
/æbɪʃələm/ — /jaʂaloŋ/ 
Abishalom is the biblical name of King David's 
third son who murdered his half-brother and 
led a failed rebellion against his father. The 
name currently has virtually no popularity in 
either Australia or China. 

Abishua / 亞比書 
/æbɪʃuə/ — /亞pi書/ 
Abishua is a biblical name identifying a High 
Priest of Israel who was the son of Phinehas 
and great-grandson of Aaron. The name 
currently has virtually no popularity in both 
Australia and China. 

Abishur / Ą比述 
/æbɪʃɹ̩/ — /japiʂu/ 
Abishur is a biblical name referring to a man 
from the tribe of Judah who was the son of 
Shammai. The name currently sees virtually no 
usage in either Australia or China. 

Abital / Ą比泰 
/ɑbɪtəl/ — /japitʰai/ 
Abital is a biblical name identifying one of 
King David's wives and the mother of his fifth 
son, Shephatiah. While used by several dozen 
people in Australia, it is virtually unknown in 
China. 

Abitub / Ą比突 
/ɑbɪtəb/ — /japitʰu/ 
Abitub is a biblical name meaning father of 
goodness, identifying a Benjaminite son of 
Shaharaim mentioned in 1 Chronicles. The 
name is virtually nonexistent in both Australia 
and China. 

Abiud / Ą比育 
/ejbɪəd/ — /japiju/ 
Abiud is a biblical name identifying a 
descendant of King David and an ancestor of 
Jesus Christ through Zerubbabel. The name 
currently maintains virtually no popularity in 
either Australia or China. 

Abner / 押尼珥 
/æbnɹ̩/ — /janiɻ̩/ 
Abner is the biblical name of King Saul's 
commander-in-chief and cousin who later 
negotiated the kingdom's unification under 
David. The name is more common in China 
than in Australia, with well over two hundred 
and fewer than one hundred users respectively. 

Abraham / Ą伯拉罕 
/ejbɹəhæm/ — /japuolaxan/ 

 
Abraham's Parting from the Family of Lot (Jan Victors, 
circa 1655–65, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New Yoirk) 

The name Abraham is a seminal 
anthroponym of Northwest Semitic 
origin, traditionally interpreted to mean 
"father of a multitude." This name 
represents a significant linguistic evolution 
from the earlier form, Abram, which 
signifies "exalted father." In its original 
Hebrew context, the name is rendered as 
Avraham ( םהָרָבְאַ ), while the Ancient 
Greek tradition records it as Abraam 
(Ἀβραάµ). As a global name, it has 
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been transliterated into numerous 
languages; in Chinese, for instance, it 
is written as Ą伯拉罕, phonetically 
rendered as yapuolaxan. The transition 
from Abram to Abraham serves as a 
crucial onomastic marker in the biblical 
narrative, symbolizing a shift in identity 
and the establishment of a divine covenant 
between the Creator and humanity. 
Centrally featured in the Book of Genesis, 
Abraham is the primary figure associated 
with this name, serving as the founding 
patriarch of the Israelites and a central 
figure in the spiritual history of the Near 
East. Originally called out of Ur of the 
Chaldees by God, he was commanded to 
leave his homeland and journey into the 
land of Canaan. The renaming occurs in 
Genesis 17:5, where it is declared that he 
shall no longer be called Abram, for he has 
been made a father of many nations. This 
biblical figure is first mentioned in 
Genesis 11:26 as the son of Terah. His 
narrative is punctuated by significant 
milestones, including the promise that his 
descendants would inherit the land—a 
promise echoed in Deuteronomy 34:4 and 
Exodus 6:8, where God swears to give the 
land to the "seed" of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob as a heritage. 
The life of Abraham, which spanned one 
hundred and seventy-five years according 
to Genesis 25:7, is characterized by 
profound tests of obedience and faith. 
Perhaps the most significant of these is the 
binding of his son Isaac, known as the 
Akedah, an event that solidified his status 
as the archetype of unwavering devotion. 
The biblical record mentions the name 
two hundred and sixty times, underscoring 
his omnipresence in sacred history. In the 
New Testament, his legacy continues as a 
symbol of the heavenly kingdom; 
Matthew 8:11 describes a future where 
many will come from the east and the west 
to "sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob" in the kingdom of heaven. His role 

as a mediator and leader is further 
evidenced in Genesis 24:2, where he 
instructs the elder of his house with the 
authority of an established tribal head. 
Beyond the historical and scriptural 
narrative, Abraham holds an unparalleled 
position in global religious heritage. He is 
revered as the "Friend of God" and the 
"Father of the Faithful," serving as the 
foundational figure for the three major 
monotheistic traditions: Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam. His covenant with 
God is viewed as the starting point for the 
relationship between the divine and the 
community of believers. In these 
traditions, he represents the ideal of total 
submission to the divine will, and his story 
provides the theological framework for 
concepts of sacrifice and the fulfillment of 
divine promises across generations. He is 
the foundational figure through whom a 
nation was built, alongside his wife Sarah. 
In a modern contemporary context, the 
name Abraham maintains a steady 
presence, though its popularity and usage 
patterns vary significantly between 
different regions. In Australia, the name is 
held by approximately three thousand six 
hundred individuals. It currently ranks as 
the one thousand one hundred forty-
second most popular name in the country 
and is used almost exclusively as a 
masculine name. This usage reflects the 
deep-rooted Western and Judeo-Christian 
naming traditions that have influenced 
Australian culture since the colonial era, 
where biblical names have long served as 
a staple of the national nomenclature. 
Conversely, in China, the name—
transliterated as Ą伯拉罕—is much rarer 
relative to the total population. It is held 
by approximately two thousand seven 
hundred people, ranking fifty-nine 
thousand two hundred thirty-ninth in 
popularity. Interestingly, while it is 
predominantly a male name in China, it 
exhibits a unisex quality not typically seen 
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in the Australian context, with a ratio of 
approximately nine males to every one 
female bearer. This cross-cultural 
comparison highlights how a name with 
ancient Middle Eastern roots can traverse 
the globe, adapting to different linguistic 
environments while maintaining its core 
identity as a symbol of patriarchal heritage. 
In conclusion, the name Abraham 
remains one of the most significant and 
enduring names in human history. From 
its etymological roots as "father of a 
multitude" to its status as a cornerstone of 
the world's major religions, it signifies a 
legacy of faith and the birth of nations. 
Whether through the Hebrew Avraham, 
the Greek Abraam, or the Chinese Ą伯拉

罕, the name continues to evoke the image 
of a man whose obedience is regarded as 
a foundational act of spiritual history, 
ensuring his place in the cultural fabric of 
societies from Australia to the furthest 
reaches of the globe. 

Abram / Ą伯Х 
/əbɹæm/ — /japuolan/ 
Abram is the biblical patriarch of the Israelites 
known for his covenant with God. The name 
is more common in China with nearly 800 
individuals compared to approximately 100 in 
Australia. 

Absalom / 押沙ṗ 
/æbsələm/ — /jaʂaloŋ/ 
Absalom was King David's third son who 
murdered his half-brother and led a failed 
rebellion against his father. The name currently 
sees virtually no usage in either Australia or 
China. 

Achaicus / 亞該古 
/ət͡ʃɪkəs/ — /亞該ku/ 
Achaicus is a biblical name for a Corinthian 
Christian who visited the Apostle Paul in 
Ephesus to deliver a letter and provide 

support. The name currently sees virtually no 
usage in either Australia or China. 

Achan / 亞干 
/əkən/ — /亞kan/ 
Achan is a biblical name for an Israelite from 
Judah whose theft at Jericho led to his 
execution and Israel's defeat at Ai. It is slightly 
more common in China with over 100 people 
compared to several dozen in Australia. 

Achar / Ą迦 
/ət͡ʃɑɹ̩/ — /jat͡ɕia/ 
Achar is a biblical name for the Israelite from 
Judah whose theft at Jericho caused defeat at 
Ai and his execution. The name is used by a 
handful of people in Australia and several 
dozen in China. 

Achbor / 亞革波 
/ækbɹ̩/ — /亞kepuo/ 
Achbor is a biblical name referring to an 
Edomite notable who was the father of King 
Baal-hanan. The name currently sees virtually 
no usage in either Australia or China. 

Achim / Ą金 
/ət͡ʃɪm/ — /jat͡ɕin/ 
Achim is a biblical name identifying an 
ancestor of Jesus Christ mentioned in the 
Gospel of Matthew. The name is more 
prevalent in China than in Australia, with 
roughly several thousand bearers compared to 
fewer than one hundred. 

Achish / 亞吉 
/əkɪʃ/ — /亞t͡ɕi/ 
Achish is the name of the Philistine king of 
Gath who sheltered David during his flight 
from King Saul. This name maintains a 
similarly low popularity in both Australia and 
China, where it is used by only several dozen 
people. 
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亞拉	⟶	(Arah),	61	
亞拉得	⟶	(Arad),	
60	
亞拉篾	⟶	
(Alameth),	38	
亞拔他	⟶	
(Abagtha),	10	
亞拿	⟶	(Anah),	50	
亞拿突	⟶	
(Anathoth),	54	
亞拿米人	⟶	
(Anamim),	51	
亞拿米勒	⟶	
(Anammelech),	
51	
亞提馬	⟶	
(Artemas),	70	
亞摩尼	⟶	
(Armoni),	69	
亞摩答	⟶	
(Almodad),	40	
亞撒	⟶	(Asa),	70	
亞撒利雅	⟶	
(Azariah),	74	
亞撒雅	⟶	
(Asaiah),	70	
亞撒黑	⟶	
(Asahel),	70	
亞撒黑	⟶	
(Asahiah),	70	

亞斯利干	⟶	
(Ashriel),	72	
亞施户	⟶	
(Ashhur),	71	
亞歷山大	⟶	
(Alexander),	38	
亞比	⟶	(Abi),	13	
亞比亞他	⟶	
(Abiathar),	13	
亞比他	⟶	(Abia),	
13	
亞比以謝	⟶	
(Abiezer),	14	
亞比但	⟶	
(Abidan),	13	
亞比大	⟶	(Abida),	
13	
亞比拿達	⟶	
(Abinadab),	16	
亞比挪菴	⟶	
(Abinoam),	16	
亞比書	⟶	
(Abishua),	17	
亞比篩	⟶	
(Abishai),	17	
亞比蘭	⟶	
(Abiram),	16	
亞比該	⟶	
(Abigail),	14	
亞比雅	⟶	
(Abijah),	16	
亞法撒	⟶	
(Arphaxad),	70	
亞波羅	⟶	
(Apollos),	60	
亞特	⟶	(Ater),	73	
亞玻倫	⟶	
(Apollyon),	60	
亞現	⟶	(Ahian),	
33	

亞瑪利雅	⟶	
(Amariah),	41	
亞瑪撒	⟶	
(Amasa),	41	
亞瑪謝	⟶	
(Amaziah),	41	
亞瑪賽	⟶	
(Amasai),	41	
亞甲	⟶	(Agag),	30	
亞略	⟶	(Arioch),	
69	
亞當	⟶	(Adam),	
22	
亞米太	⟶	
(Amittai),	43	
亞米忽	⟶	
(Ammihud),	43	
亞米拿達	⟶	
(Aminadab),	43	
亞米拿達	⟶	
(Amminadab),	
43	
亞米沙代	⟶	
(Ammishaddai),	
43	
亞羅底	⟶	(Arodi),	
69	
亞薩	⟶	(Asaph),	
71	
亞薩列	⟶	
(Azareel),	74	
亞蘭	⟶	(Aram),	
61	
亞蘭	⟶	(Aran),	62	
亞西撒	⟶	(Aziza),	
75	
亞西納	⟶	
(Asenath),	71	
亞設	⟶	(Asher),	
71	
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亞該古	⟶	
(Achaicus),	19	
亞谷	⟶	(Akkub),	
38	
亞述	⟶	(Asshur),	
73	
亞達薛西	⟶	
(Artaxerxes),	70	
亞那	⟶	(Annas),	
58	
亞里達古	⟶	
(Aristarchus),	
69	
亞革波	⟶	
(Achbor),	20	
亦	

亦迦	⟶	(Iscah),	
233	
亭	

亭拿	⟶	(Timnah),	
501	
亭納	⟶	(Timna),	
501	
他	

他	伯	利	們	⟶	
(Tabrimon),	492	
他	拉	⟶	(Thara),	
498	
他	施	⟶	
(Tharshish),	498	
他	瑪	氏	⟶	
(Thamar),	498	
他	轄	⟶	
(Thahash),	498	
他利亚	⟶	(Tarea),	
495	

他别	⟶	(Tabeel),	
492	
他哈	⟶	(Tahath),	
492	
他拉	⟶	(Terah),	
496	
他施	⟶	
(Tarshish),	495	
他普亞	⟶	
(Tappuah),	495	
他珥探	⟶	
(Tartan),	495	
他罕	⟶	(Tahan),	
492	
他辖	⟶	(Tahash),	
492	
以	

以	利	亞	⟶	(Elias),	
146	
以	利	斐	利	戶	⟶	
(Elipheleh),	151	
以	利	沙	伯	⟶	
(Elisabeth),	151	
以	西	結	⟶	
(Jehezekel),	259	
以	賽	亞	⟶	
(Esaias),	165	
以	馬	內	利	阿	⟶	
(Emmanuel),	
158	
以他瑪	⟶	
(Ithamar),	237	
以伦	⟶	(Elon),	
157	
以伯	⟶	(Ebed),	
137	
以兰	⟶	(Eran),	
165	

以列	⟶	(Elead),	
141	
以列	⟶	(Eliel),	
148	
以利	⟶	(Eli),	142	
以利书亚	⟶	
(Elishua),	155	
以利亚他	⟶	
(Eliathah),	148	
以利亞	⟶	(Elijah),	
148	
以利亞實	⟶	
(Eliashib),	147	
以利亞撒	⟶	
(Eleazar),	142	
以利亞敬	⟶	
(Eliakim),	144	
以利亞薩	⟶	
(Eleasah),	142	
以利以謝	⟶	
(Eliehoenai),	
148	
以利以謝	⟶	
(Eliezer),	148	
以利何烈	⟶	
(Elihoreph),	148	
以利加	⟶	(Elika),	
150	
以利加拿	⟶	
(Elkanah),	157	
以利奈	⟶	
(Elienai),	148	
以利帕力	⟶	
(Elpaal),	158	
以利戶	⟶	(Elihu),	
148	
以利押	⟶	(Eliab),	
144	
以利拿單	⟶	
(Elnathan),	157	
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