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Introduction / unth

The Power of Names Across Cultures

Names hold a profound significance in human society, transcend-
ing mere identification. They are carriers of identity, heritage, and as-
piration. Across cultures, names serve as a bridge between the past
and the future, encapsulating the values and beliefs of a community.
In the United States, names often reflect a blend of cultural traditions,
religious influences, and contemporary trends. Biblical names, in par-
ticular, have been a cornerstone of identity for many Americans, sym-
bolizing faith, hope, and continuity. In Thailand, names are imbued
with spiritual and cultural meanings. While biblical names are less
common, the selection of a name is still a deeply personal and often
spiritual act, reflecting a family’s values and aspirations for their child.

The act of naming is one of humanity’s oldest practices, a ritual
that signifies belonging and individuality. In the Bible, the naming
of Adam, the first man, symbolizes humanity’s unique relationship
with God and the world. Similarly, in Thai culture, names often carry
auspicious meanings, chosen to bring good fortune and reflect moral
values. This chapter explores the significance of names in the context
of the United States and Thailand, with a particular focus on biblical
names and their cultural adaptations.

Biblical Names: Origins and Significance

Biblical names have their roots in the ancient texts of the Hebrew
Bible and the New Testament. These names often carry profound
meanings, reflecting the circumstances of a person’s birth, their des-
tiny, or their relationship with God. For example, the name Moses
means 'drawn out,’ signifying his rescue from the Nile, while Sarah
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means ’princess,” reflecting her role as the matriarch of a nation. In
the United States, biblical names like Jobn and Mary have remained
popular for centuries, symbolizing a connection to religious heritage
and moral values.

In Thailand, the adoption of biblical names is less prevalent due
to the country’s predominantly Buddhist culture. However, for Thai
Christians, biblical names serve as a testament to their faith and a con-
nection to a global religious tradition. Names like oooooo (Mary) and
ooooa (David) are chosen not only for their biblical significance but
also for their universal appeal and spiritual resonance. This section
delves into the historical and theological significance of biblical names,
tracing their journey from ancient scriptures to modern naming prac-
tices in both cultures.

Comparative Analysis

Similarities and Differences

In both the United States and Thailand, names are seen as more
than just labels; they are imbued with meaning and purpose. How-
ever, the cultural contexts in which biblical names are chosen differ
significantly. In the United States, biblical names are deeply woven
into the fabric of society, often reflecting a Christian heritage. Names
like John and James rank highly in popularity due to their cultural and
religious significance. In contrast, in Thailand, biblical names are less
common and are primarily used within Christian communities. The
selection of a biblical name in Thailand often signifies a deliberate
choice to align with Christian values and traditions.

Popular Names and Their Rankings

In the United States, some of the most popular biblical names in-
clude: - Mary (Popularity rank: 9.0) - David (Popularity rank: 7.0)
- Jobn (Popularity rank: 4.0) - Rachel (Popularity rank: 88.0) - James
(Popularity rank: 5.0)

In Thailand, the popularity of biblical names is much lower: - oo
oooa (Mary, Popularity rank: 28672.0) - oooon (David, Popularity
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rank: 56298.0) - 0oooa (John, Popularity rank: 888933.0) - ooooo
(Rachel, Popularity rank: 42067.0) - oooon (James, Popularity rank:
$88933.0)

This disparity highlights the cultural and religious differences be-
tween the two countries, as well as the varying significance of biblical
names within their respective societies.

Methodology and Approach

This research employs a multidisciplinary approach to explore the
significance of biblical names in the United States and Thailand. Data
on name popularity were derived from historical and contemporary
records, providing a comprehensive view of naming trends over the
past century. The analysis also incorporates theological and cultural
studies to understand the deeper meanings and implications of biblical
names.

The Divine Proximity Index (DPI) and Jesus Circle Score (JCS)
were used to measure the textual significance of names within the Bible,
offering insights into their narrative and theological importance. These
indices highlight the frequency and context in which names appear
alongside key terms like ’God’ and ’Jesus,” providing a nuanced under-
standing of their biblical significance.

The findings are presented through a comparative lens, examining
the similarities and differences in how biblical names are perceived and
used in the United States and Thailand. This approach not only sheds
light on cultural variations but also underscores the universal themes
of faith, identity, and heritage that biblical names embody.
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Shared Names in United States and Thailand

Mary |

Mary, a name of profound biblical significance, holds a
starkly different level of popularity and cultural resonance in
the United States compared to its Thai counterpart, 0ooooo
(pronounced /ma:ri:/), approximately like *“Mah-ree*).

In the United States, the name Mary is deeply rooted in
Christian tradition and remains immensely popular, consis-
tently ranking within the **top 10** names historically, and
currently occupying **rank 9**. This popularity reflects both
its biblical heritage and its association with Mary, the mother
of Jesus, a central figure in Christianity. Mary’s narrative in
the New Testament highlights her as a paragon of faith, humil-
ity, and obedience to God, often referred to as ”blessed among
women” (Luke 1:28). Such spiritual connotations likely con-
tribute to its sustained favor among American families, where
Christianity remains a dominant cultural influence. Addition-
ally, the name’s simplicity, ease of pronunciation (/mE@r.i/,
approximately Mair-ee), and versatile use across generations
enhance its appeal.

In contrast, [ [ [T ]is extremely rare in Thailand, where
it holds no significant rank in naming statistics. This dispar-
ity is largely due to Thailand’s predominantly Buddhist popu-
lation, where Christian biblical names, including Mary, have
minimal cultural resonance. While the name’s spiritual con-
notations of “blessed” and “with sorrow” may hold universal
appeal, the linguistic structure and foreign religious origins of
UOOUOO likely limit its adoption. Furthermore, the tonal na-
ture of the Thai language and the unique phonetics of [J ]
make it distinct but less familiar compared to local names.

Thus, while Mary thrives in the United States as a time-
less and spiritually significant name, L[] I[] remains a rare
and culturally specific choice in Thailand, reflecting broader
differences in religious and cultural traditions.
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Shared Names in United States and Thailand

David | a3a

The biblical name "David’, pronounced /{ |

COLOR PLATE / oooooo :
David and Bathsheba;nan
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Shared Names in United States and Thailand

Daniel | adoa

The name Daniel, derived from the Hebrew [he-
brew:0000000000], meaning God is my judge, holds signif-
icant biblical and cultural importance in the United States.
Ranked #15 in popularity, it has been one of the top ten
names for boys in the U.S. for most of the last twenty-five
years, with over a hundred thousand individuals bearing this
name. Its enduring appeal likely stems from its strong bib-
lical roots, as Daniel is a prominent figure in both the Old
and New Testaments. The prophet Daniel, known for his
wisdom, unwavering faith, and prophetic visions, is a central
character in the Book of Daniel and is revered for his devo-
tion to God even amidst adversity. In English, ’Daniel’ is pro-
nounced /da.ni.@1/.

By contrast, the Thai counterpart 1o0oooo (pronounced
approximately as /da:.ni:.aen/) is extremely rare in Thailand,
with only a few hundred individuals using this name. The
name’s biblical resonance might not hold the same cultural
weight in Thailand, where Christianity is a minority religion.
Additionally, the linguistic structure of ooooooa, adapted
from its English or Hebrew origins, may not integrate as
seamlessly into Thai naming conventions, which often fa-
vor native or Pali-Sanskrit-derived names. These factors con-
tribute to its limited popularity.

The stark difference in ranking and usage between the
U.S. and Thailand highlights how cultural, linguistic, and
religious contexts shape the adoption of biblical names like
’Daniel’ across different societies.
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Shared Names in United States and Thailand

Adam |

The name Adam, derived from the Hebrew root [he-
brew:00000], meaning red or ground, holds profound bib-
lical significance. It refers to the first man created by God, as
recounted in Genesis. Adam, made from the dust of the earth
and imbued with the divine breath of life, symbolizes hu-
manity’s creation in God’s image. The name also appears in
the New Testament, contrasting Adam’s role in humanity’s
fall with Christ, the “last Adam,” who brings redemption.
In English, ’Adam’ is pronounced / extprimstress extschwa
d(@)m/.

In the United States, Adam is a widely recognized and
popular name, ranked #96. With over a hundred thousand
bearers, it enjoys enduring appeal. Its biblical roots resonate
in a predominantly Christian cultural context, and its simple,
strong phonetics contribute to its accessibility. The name’s
prominence reflects its integration into Western naming tra-
ditions, where biblical names often hold a timeless allure.

In contrast, its Thai counterpart, 0oooo (pronounced ap-
proximately / extprimstress extopeno:.da:m/), is far less com-
mon, ranked at #10102. With fewer than five thousand bear-
ers, the name sees limited usage in Thailand. This disparity
likely stems from cultural and linguistic factors. Thailand’s
predominant Buddhist traditions do not emphasize biblical
narratives, and the name’s phonetics may feel foreign within
the tonal structure of the Thai language. While ooooo carries
identical biblical connotations, its rarity reflects the broader
cultural divergence in naming conventions and religious sig-
nificance.
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Adam and Eve with Charles I and Henrietta Maria;nan
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Mesha | LB

The name ’Mesha’, with biblical roots, holds a distinct
yet rare presence in the United States compared to its Thai
counterpart ‘0000° (pronounced /mefa/, approximately like
meb-sha). Ranked #6582 in the United States, it is uncom-
mon but still more prevalent than in Thailand, where it is ex-
tremely rare, with only a few dozen occurrences documented.
This disparity highlights cultural and linguistic influences on
naming practices.

In the Bible, "Mesha’ appears in multiple contexts, includ-
ing as the name of four distinct individuals and a region in the
Old Testament. Its meanings, such as “freedom” and “deliv-
erance,” along with its spiritual connotation of salvation, give
ita profound resonance. These qualities may appeal to Amer-
ican parents who favor unique biblical names, contributing
to its modest ranking in the U.S. Despite its rarity, it aligns
with the trend of selecting names with deep spiritual or his-
torical significance.

In contrast, ’o000’ in Thailand has little cultural or lin-
guistic resonance. Thai naming conventions often prefer
names rooted in Thai, Pali, or Sanskrit traditions, making
biblical names like ’0oo0’ less familiar. Furthermore, the
phonetic structure of ’0000" (/mefa/) may not align with
the tonal and syllabic preferences of the Thai language, con-
tributing to its minimal usage. This comparison underscores
how cultural and linguistic contexts shape the perception and
adoption of names globally.
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English Thai Test. Ppl. Verses DPI JCS uUsS TH
Semein @awsdu NT 1 1 70.3 94.1 0. —
Senaah @k oT 1 3 70.3 94.1 0. —
Sennacherib lBUULABSU oT 1 47 97.2 94.1 1. —
Seorim @alosu oT 1 3 70.3 94.1 0. —
Serah a1k oT 1 3 70.3 94.1 0. —
Seraiah @lsok oT 10 32 87.9 94.1 0. —
Sered @asa oT 1 2 70.3 94.1 1. —
Serug asn O/N 1 6 70.3 94.1 0. —
Seth lan O/N 1 9 87.9 94.1 0. —
Shaaph LBl oT 2 2 70.3 94.1 — —
Shaashgaz ¥dsMa oT 1 1 70.3 94.1 — —
Shabbethai fuwsy oT 2 3 80.8 94.1 — —
Shaharaim ¥IK:SIBY oT 1 4 70.3 94.1 0. —

Continued on nextpagf
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English Thai Test. Ppl. Verses DPI JCs uUsS TH
Shallum jaau oT 13 41 91.6 94.1 0. —
Shalmai AugaUy oT 1 3 70.3 94.1 0. —
Shalmaneser ugauluEas oT 1 15 89.2 94.1 1. —
Shamgar gums oT 1 3 70.3 94.1 0. —
Shamhuth dukn oT 1 1 70.3 94.1 — —
Shamir »is oT 1 4 70.3 94.1 0. —
Shammah UK oT 5 19 80.8 94.1 0. —
Shammai GIVVE oT 3 5 70.3 94.1 0. —
Shammua duun oT 3 7 70.3 94.1 0. —
Shapham sy oT 1 1 70.3 94.1 — —
Shaphan smhu oT 3 28 93.2 94.1 0. —
Shaphat caltll oT 5 8 85.0 94.1 1. —
Sharezer (ST oT 2 3 80.8 94.1 — —
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English Thai Test. Ppl. Verses DPI JCS uUsS TH
Shashak aliial oT 1 2 70.3 94.1 1. —
Shaul ¥1Qa oT 3 10 70.3 94.1 0. —
Sheal woa oT 1 1 70.3 94.1 0. —
Shealtiel woantoa O/N 3 12 92.4 94.1 0. —
Sheariah WNSENK oT 1 2 70.3 94.1 0. —
Sheba wu O/N S 32 80.8 94.1 0. —
Shebaniah wWndeKk oT 4 7 87.9 94.1 0. —
Sheber wwas oT 1 1 70.3 94.1 0. —
Shebuel wya oT 2 5 70.3 94.1 0. —
Shecaniah wATK oT 8 14 85.0 94.1 0. —
Shechem WA O/N 3 34 91.6 94.1 0. —
Shedeur wlawas oT 1 6 70.3 94.1 — —
Shehariah WKSEK oT 1 1 70.3 94.1 1. —
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English Thai Test. Ppl. Verses DPI JCs uUsS TH
Shelah walk O/N 2 18 80.8 94.1 0. —
Shelemiah walek oT 8 10 85.0 94.1 0. —
Sheleph wiaw oT 1 2 70.3 94.1 0. —
Shelesh wiay oT 1 1 70.3 94.1 0. —
Shelomith wlain oT S 9 70.3 94.1 0. —
Shelumiel wailoa oT 1 S 70.3 94.1 0. —
Shem wy O/N 1 30 85.0 94.1 0. 0.
Shema wun oT 4 9 70.3 94.1 0. —
Shemaiah wluok oT 21 65 96.9 94.1 0. —
Shemariah WUNSK oT 4 S 70.3 94.1 0. —
Shemed wwa oT 1 1 70.3 94.1 — —
Shemer wwos oT 2 4 70.3 94.1 0. —
Shemida wim oT 1 3 70.3 94.1 0. —
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